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Introduction - Gregg Corr, Director, MSIP

• Presenters:  Jennifer Simpson, Travis Bryant, Lucille Sleger, 

and Gbenimah Slopadoe

Application Deadline & Public Participation

Grant Memos - New Requirements/Critical Content

Application Package Contents/Template Review

Agenda
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Application deadline – Part B and Part C - May 24, 2023

Public Participation deadline – March 24, 2023

• Post completed GEPA Section 427 form with application

• Include FFY 2022 allocation information

• Part B:  Insert FFY 2022 Interactive Spreadsheet into FFY 2023 application

• Part C: Insert FFY 2022 Section III into FFY 2023 application

Upon receipt of allocation tables:

• Insert updated info with application and repost

• Resume public participation (clock does not restart)

Important Dates & Public Participation
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Email- February 24 – Grant Package Documents

Main components

• Grant Memo

• Due Date, Public Participation, Special Instructions, Submission Process

• Instructions

• Guidance for completing the application template

• Application Template

• GEPA Section 427 form - NEW

FFY 2023 Grant Packages
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FFY 2023 Grant Packages-Supporting Docs

Part B

 Year-of-Age Cohort

 Link for Technical Assistance Checklist

The following are program-specific grant package documents:   

Part C

 Indirect Cost

 Link for Policy Checklists
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 Under BABAA, grantees may not use their Federal IDEA grant funds for 

infrastructure projects or activities (e.g., construction, remodeling, and 

broadband infrastructure) unless they comply with the following Buy America 

Sourcing requirements:

•All iron, steel, and manufactured products used in the project or activity are 

produced in the U.S. and, 

•All construction materials are manufactured in the U.S.

 Applies to all IDEA grants issued since October 1, 2022

 Does not retroactively apply to grants awarded prior to October 1, 2022

 More guidance and the link to BABAA waiver are included in grant memo

Build America Buy America Act (BABAA)
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What is it?

Section 427 of the General Education Provisions Act (GEPA) requires 

that all Department grantees provide a description that includes the 

steps and strategies the State proposes to take to ensure equitable 

access to, and participation in, activities conducted under IDEA

Part B/Part C by addressing the special needs of infants, toddlers, 

and students with disabilities in order to overcome barriers to 

equitable participation, including barriers based on gender, race, 

color, national origin, disability, and age. 

GEPA – Section 427
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GEPA Section 427 Form

 Q1: Describe how mission/policies ensure 

equitable access and participation.

 Q2: What barriers impede equitable 

access and participation?

 Q3: What steps will you take to address 

barriers?

 Q4: What is timeline and milestones for 

addressing barriers?
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As you complete the form, consider:  

• Existing data 

▪ SSIP; Family Outcomes/Parent Involvement; Child Find (Part C/Preschool) 

▪ Post pandemic analysis of program status – Who is missing? What outreach is 

needed?

• Stakeholder input – past and present – on access and barriers

• Activities already underway to address barriers

• Barriers can include: economic disadvantage, language, housing 

insecurity, geography (rural vs. urban), etc. 

GEPA Section 427 Form
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• Information on GEPA form applies to State-level uses of funds for activities 

other than program administration.

• Special Note:  Part B (and Part C programs that subgrant):

▪ GEPA Section 427 also applies to subgrantee applications  

▪ State is responsible for reviewing subgrantee applications for GEPA Section 

427

▪ For FFY 2023 – two options for subgrantee applications:

o Provide new GEPA form to subgrantees for their applications; or

o Continue to implement current GEPA requirement if subgrantee 

applications can be completed before June 30, 2023, when the

current GEPA requirement expires

GEPA Section 427- Local Implications/Subgrants
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All States must:

• Complete GEPA form – can use Word version or fillable PDF

• Include GEPA form with application for public participation 

• Submit GEPA form with final application by due dates

• Revised GEPA form replaces information previously on file at OSEP

• Review form and revise as needed each year

• Part C only:  Select “new” for Section IIA 12 on application

GEPA and Application Requirements
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Extended Part C Option and Appropriations

Department Clarification:  

States may offer IDEA Part C services beyond age three as long as they are offered under 
Section IIA 13 consistent with IDEA Section 635(c) and 34 C.F.R. § 303.211.  IDEA Part C 

extension:

• May only be provided to children who were previously determined eligible under 

IDEA Part C and are eligible for Part B preschool services under IDEA Section 619

• May be provided to children who meet one of the subset age ranges in 34 C.F.R. 
§ 303.211(a)(2) (i.e., for a child who has turned three until the beginning of the school 

year following the child’s third birthday, as defined by the local educational agency 

or school district of that child’s residence)
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In any fiscal year in which the appropriation for Part C exceeds $460
million, the statute includes authority for the Department to reserve 15 
percent of the amount above $460 million for a State Incentive Grants 
(SIG) program:

• Purpose: Provide funding to assist States that have elected to extend 
eligibility for Part C services to children with disabilities aged 3 years until 
entrance into kindergarten or elementary school, or for a portion of this
period

• States can elect to offer the Extended Part C Option without the SIG  

• States interested in exploring the Part C Extended Option (and the State 

Incentive Grant) should contact their OSEP State Lead no later than 

May 24, 2023, to schedule targeted technical assistance

Extended Part C Option – State Incentive Grant
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Application

• Publish application for at least 60 days prior to submission to OSEP

• Allow public comment for 30 days during the 60 day period

New/revised policies and procedures – Part C

• Consult with State Lead for guidance regarding policy

• Publish for 60 days and accept comments for 30 days prior to 

submission to OSEP

• Hold hearings

Public Participation
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Public Participation

• Virtual hearings are permissible again this year; however, consult with 
State Attorney’s office to ensure allowable under State rules

• Guidance in Grant Memo

Application Submission

• Send OSEP an email, from a State Government email address, with a
PDF copy of application with electronic signature by application due date

• Mail hard copy application no later than August 1, 2023

• OSEP will conduct Signature Verification process

See Submission section of grant memo for more details

Grant Flexibilities
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Part B

Application Template
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Section IA – Submission Statement

1. Full Approval

• Select if “yes” responses to all 
assurances

2. Conditional Approval

• Select if “no and date” response to 
an assurance

3. Optional

• Use only if submitting a 
policy/procedure
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Section IB – Conditional Approval for FFY 2022

• Only use if conditional approval last

year (FFY 2022)

1. Conditional Approval related to 

Section IIA Assurances

2. Conditional Approval related to 

Other Issues
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Section IIA – Assurances Related to Policies

 Provide a “yes” or “no” response

 “No” responses require a date 

by which the State will be able 

to provide the assurance – no 

later than June 30, 2024

 Contact your State Lead if you plan 

to insert a “no” response in Section 

IIA
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Section IIB & IIC:  Assurances/Certifications

 Only “yes” responses are permissible

 Section IIC only has two items now

 Contact your State Lead if you cannot

respond “yes” to these items
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Section IID:  Statement (Signature Page)

 Insert State name (two areas)

 Name of State agency

 Name and title of lead agency

director or their designee

 Signature and date

 Changes to responses in Section

II, after submission of grant, 

require a new signature
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Section III:  Description of Use of Funds

 Attach your Interactive

Spreadsheet to the grant 

application 

*For public participation, 

include your State’s 2022 

interactive spreadsheet until 

2023 allocations are released

 Include, in the application 

template, how you solicit LEA 

input on your Interactive 

Spreadsheet
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Section IV:  State Administration

 Attach any State imposed rules

not required by IDEA or Federal 

regulations

 If you do not have State imposed 

rules, please indicate this on the

application template
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Section VA:  Maintenance of State Financial Support

 Must provide in whole dollars the total

amount of State financial support made 

available for special education and related 

services during SFYs 2021 and 2022

 If MFS met on a per capita basis, must

complete 1st chart and 2nd chart by

providing, in whole dollars, the amount of 

State financial support made available for

special education and related services, per

child with a disability, during SFYs 2021 and 

2022

 Document must be completed, signed, and 

dated by State Budget Officer or their 

authorized representative
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Section VB:  Significant Disproportionality

 States submitted forms with FFY 2020 

applications

 An updated form is needed only if

you changed your methodology, risk

ratios, or other aspects of your 

calculation since the original 

Significant Disproportionality Form 

submission

 Contact your State Lead for 

instructions on submitting an updated 

form
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Part C

Application Template
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Section IA:  Submission Statement

1. Full Approval

• Select if “yes” responses to all 
assurances

2. Conditional Approval

• Select if “no and date” response to 
an assurance

3. Optional

• Use only if submitting a 
policy/procedure
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Section IB:  Conditional Approval for FFY 2022

• Only use if conditional approval last

year (FFY 2022)

1. Conditional Approval related to 

Section IIA Assurances

2. Conditional Approval related to Other

Issues
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Section IIA: Policies/Procedures/Methods

 Three response options in “yes” column:

• N – New: Providing a policy for first time

• R – Revised:  Providing a revision to a previously

approved policy

• OF - On file:  Policy is “on file” with OSEP

“No” column: one response option

• Insert a date no later than 6/30/2024 for

completion of the policy

Changes to responses in Section II, after

submission of grant, require a new

signature
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Section IIB: Assurances & Optional Assurance

Provide a “yes” or “no”

response

“No” responses require a date 

by which the State will be able 

to provide the assurance

Contact your State Lead if you

plan to insert a “no” response

in Section IIB
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Section IIC: Certifications 

IIC :  Certifications

 States certify that they do not use IDEA 

funds for lobbying and confirm that the 

State has the authority to implement the 

provisions of the application and adheres 

to Federal regulations for establishing 

financial responsibility of the program 

 Only “yes” responses are permitted

 Contact OSEP State Lead if unable to 

respond to any items
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Section II D: Statement

IID : Statement (Signature Page)

 Insert State name (two areas)

 Name of State agency

 Name and title of lead agency director or

their designee

 Signature and date

 Changes to responses in Section II, after

submission of grant, require a new signature
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Section IIIA: Use of Funds - Positions
IDEA Funds for State LA and ICC 

 Label positions as “LA” or “ICC”

 Specify:

▪ # of positions funded 100% or <100% 

with Federal IDEA Part C funds

▪ % of time spent on Part C

▪ Amount of salaries & fringe benefits

▪ Description of duties

 All Part C programs must complete 

Section IIIA
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Section IIIB: Use of Funds-LA & ICC Activities

Maintenance & Implementation 
Activities-LA & ICC 

 Label positions as “LA” or “ICC”

 Provide:

▪ Name of activity (e.g., Child Find; 

CSPD; etc.)

▪ Approximate amount of Federal 

IDEA Part C funds used 

▪ Description of activity

▪ Mark in last column if OSEP prior 

approval is needed. See link in 

template to FAQ for prior approval
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Section IIIC: Use of Funds – Direct Services

Direct Services-

Funded by Federal IDEA Part C  

 Provide:

▪ Description of EI Service (OT, PT, 

Speech, etc.)

▪ Approximate Amount of Federal 

IDEA Part C funds to be used for 

service
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Clarification – Section IIIC

Some States report entire amount of IDEA Part C funds provided via contract to an early 

intervention service (EIS) provider and include both costs for direct services and other expenses

• If contracts include costs other than direct services, report amount and type of non-

service expenses in Section III.B (Maintenance and Implementation Activities for LA and ICC)

• If contracts cannot be easily disaggregated, report entire amount in Section IIIC and use 

footnote to denote that amount includes expenses for non-direct services

Example: State contracts with an EIS provider for physical therapy (PT) services and training

• Amount for training goes under Section III.B and the amount for PT services goes under 

Section IIIC or

• Entire amount goes under Section III.C with a footnote to indicate estimated amount also 

includes training expenses.
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Section IIID: Use of Funds-Other State Agencies
Activities by Other State Agencies 

Only complete if program provides 

Federal IDEA Part C funds to other 

State agencies:

 Provide:

▪ Name of Agency

▪ Approximate amount of Federal 

IDEA Part C funds

▪ Purpose of funds 
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Section IIIE: Use of Funds-Optional Use
Description of Optional Use-

IDEA Part C Funds 

Only complete if program provides 

Federal IDEA funds for purposes such 

as services to at-risk infants and 

toddlers:

 Provide:

▪ Name of Activity

▪ Approximate amount of Federal 

IDEA Part C funds

▪ Description of Activity
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Section IIIF: Use of Funds - Totals

 Include subtotals from each area of 

Section III

 If applicable, include subtotal from 

Section IVB:  Indirect Costs

 Final total should equal your FFY 2023 

allocation
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Section IV: System of Payments/Indirect Costs
IVA:  System of Payments (SOP)

 Select “yes” if State has SOP policy or 

bills insurance

IVB:  Indirect Costs (two pages)

 All States must complete

 If not charging, select “no” 

 Select response based on instrument 

used for indirect costs – RICR or Cost 

Allocation Plan

Consult with your Fiscal staff if unsure

 Provide documentation
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Fiscal Guidance Documents

OSERS Prior Approval FAQ (released 10/29/2019)

• Summarizes guidance and approval process for equipment, participant support 

costs, and revision of cost items within budget and program plans 

OSEP’s Guidance for Common Prior Approval Requests under 

IDEA Parts B and C (released 1/3/2023)

• Describes prior approval flexibilities for equipment and participant support costs and 

describes the parameters under which OSEP has provided prior approval for a subset 

of these costs

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/faq-prior-approval-10-29-2019.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/OSEP-Prior-Approval-Guidance-Policy-Support-22-03.pdf
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 Contact State Lead and OSEP Funded TA resources for 

assistance with application and GEPA form

 Inform OSEP of recent/upcoming changes in State leadership
• Part C Coordinator/State Director

• Lead Agency Director/Chief State School Officer

• Part C programs:  Lead Agency Changes

 Part B and Part C grant memos contain more details regarding 

information presented today

Reminders
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Contact:

Jennifer Simpson

Facilitator, Program Implementation Team, OSEP 

Jennifer.Simpson@ed.gov

(202) 245-6042

OSEP OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS43

Questions?

mailto:Jennifer.Simpson@ed.gov

