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Where Did This Title Come From? 
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Anecdotal Data: CEC 2023
• Students

• “We love IRIS, but it is overused.” 
• “I’ve done the same module 3 times – twice in one semester.”
• “I enjoy the modules but wish there was follow up with my 

professors.” 
• “Sometimes I don’t see the connection with what we do in class.” 
• “Often times feels like busy work or a filler.” 

• Faculty 
• “I’m having my students complete a module while I’m here.”
• “IRIS is great, I have my students do several modules.” 
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IRIS Overuse/Burnout – It’s a Real 
Thing 
How do we stop it? 
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https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/
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Are You Aware of All of the Resources? 
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Wrap-Around Content Maps
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https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-
content/uploads/wacm/wacm_m_iep01.pdf#content 

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/wacm/wacm_m_iep01.pdf#content
https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/wp-content/uploads/wacm/wacm_m_iep01.pdf#content
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High-Quality IEP Wrap-Around Content Map
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https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/
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What Resources Do You Use? 
How Do You Use Them? 
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IRIS Resources Should Enhance and 
Connect Course Content
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Effective Strategies For Integrating
IRIS Materials Into Courses
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NEVER just assign a resource; 
ALWAYS connect it to course content. 

•Introduce IRIS to students.
•Show and explain available resources. 
•Explain purpose and quality of resources.
•Talk up the value of IRIS as a resource throughout their teaching career.
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IRIS Website Navigation Videos 
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Navigating the IRIS Resource 
Locator Video (IRL)

#CECLIVE
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Modules 
• Give directions to the module instead of linking 

the module. This forces students to learn/use 
the IRL to locate resources.

• Show estimated completion time in assignment. 
Also listed on module.

• Encourage students to use the module outline.
• Students can complete the entire module or 

parts of it in class, in pairs or small groups, or as 
homework. Make sure the entire module is 
eventually completed.

• Complete module in class. Assign Perspective 
and Resources pages to small groups as jigsaw.
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Modules
• Complete Challenge and Initial Thoughts in class and assign module for homework, 

complete Wrap-up in class.
• Use Initial Thoughts to tease out misconceptions.
• Assign module as homework, then complete Assessment questions in small groups 

or as jigsaw in class.
• Encourage students to complete the Module Feedback Form located within 

each module.
• Allow students to complete a module of choice to meet a need or answer a question.
• Assign module to practicum student or student teacher to address an issue.
• Assign module to train supervisors of field experiences.
• Other
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Suite of Supporting Materials

https://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/module/iep01/
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Fundamental Skill Sheets

20



2023 OSEP LEADERSHIP AND PROJECT DIRECTORS’ CONFERENCE

Fundamental Skills Sheets
• Use in class to demonstrate discrete skills.
• Use while supervising in field placements to demonstrate skill.
• Use as a review of information taught in a previous course.
• Make available as a reference to complete an assignment.
• Use in a jigsaw activity.
• Review Fundamental Skill Sheet on choice-making and then complete 

a case study in which the use of choice-making is applied.
• Practice a skill with a partner.
• Other
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Activities 

• Brief assignments 
• Cover a diverse range of 

topics (e.g., behavior, 
language disorders, 
appropriate terminology)

• Perfect for independent use, 
group assignments, or as 
tools to promote classroom 
discussion
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Activities 
• Use as in class activities (A-B-C behavior activity, under "Independent").
• Use as extension or assignment for module or case study.
• Independent – Use as homework or as jigsaw in class.
• Case-based – Use “What do you think?” questions to activate prior 

knowledge and identify misconceptions.
• Use activities as an attention-getter or teaser for a future class session.
• Use as practice (e.g., Behavior Assessment: Duration and Latency 

Recording).
• For graduate students, assign a book to read throughout the summer and 

then discuss in class in the fall.
• Show students activities to use when presenting in class (e.g., disability 

report assignment – He's Just a Goofy Guy, Asthma, Hearing).
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Case Study Units
• Comprehensive unit of study

• STAR (Strategies And 
Resources) sheets

• Case Studies (Problem-
based scenarios, three 
levels of complexity)

• Can be used as companions to 
IRIS Modules or as stand-alone 
exercises
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Case Studies 
• Review STAR Sheet as 

homework. Come prepared to 
complete case study in class.

• Think/Pair/Share in class. Find 3 
‘take home’ ideas from the STAR 
sheet.

• Share STAR sheets with 
cooperating teachers or general 
educators.

• Share STAR sheets with students 
who are struggling in 
field placements
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Case Studies 
• Complete Level A in class, complete Level 

B or C asynchronously. Or, in online 
courses, set up groups in the LMS to 
complete Level A together and then 
complete level B or C as homework.

• Differentiate by grouping students by skill 
level. Assign each group a corresponding 
level from the case.

• Complete Level A at beginning of 
semester or program, Level B mid-
semester or program, and Level C near 
end of semester or program.

• Use for distributed practice.
• Other
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Information 
Briefs

• Use as readings for class.
• In early experience class, use to 

talk about disability.
• Use to respond to a student or 

parent question through 
an email.

• Encourage students to use as a 
reference or for vetted 
information to complete an 
assignment or write a paper.

• Use as part of a prompt for 
essay questions.
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Other Resources 
• Video Vignettes & Interviews

• In class examples with questions in small 
groups to follow.

• Use as part of a prompt for 
essay questions.

• Films and Books 
• Be respectful and mindful of your 

audience.
• Illustrate a point or learning objective.
• Look at a particular 

disability's portrayal across time.
• Compare and contrast to today’s views 

and understanding of disability.
• Watch the movie as homework and come 

to class prepared for a rich discussion.
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Avoid the Burnout 
Faculty member no longer requires students to use a textbook – just uses 
IRIS modules 
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For Faculty Page
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Curriculum Matrices
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Curriculum Matrices
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Coursework Planning Forms
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Coursework Planning Forms
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Answer Keys
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Questions/Comments
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Resource Spotlight
• Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) website

• Brings together IDEA information and resources from the 
Department and its grantees.

• https://sites.ed.gov/idea/ 
• IDEAS That Work 

• For information from research to practice initiatives funded by 
OSEP that address the provisions of IDEA and ESSA. This website 
includes resources, links, and other important information 
relevant to OSEP’s research to practice efforts.

• https://osepideasthatwork.org/
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