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Introductions

National Deaf Center on Postsecondary Outcomes
● Carrie Lou Bloom: Co-Director
● Tia Ivanko: Co-Director
● Jen Higgins: Strategic Support Coordinator

National Technical Assistance Center on Transition: 
The Collaborative

● Maureen McGuire-Kuletz: Co-Director
● Mary Morningstar: Co-Director
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National Deaf Center on Postsecondary 
Outcomes
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Our mission is to share 
information, networks, and 

strategies to improve continuing 
education and training for deaf 

people.
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NTACT – The Collaborative
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Data to Understand the Problem
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Houtenville, Bach, & Paul, 2023

in 2021, 41% of disabled adults 
were employed vs 

77% of non disabled adults 
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Data Tells a Story

nationaldeafcenter.org/dashboard
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Cross Agency Collaboration Can Change the 
Story
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● Collaborative structures are needed to fulfill 
transition services requirements under the 
Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.

● Collaboration between agencies is a 
predictor of positive postsecondary 
outcomes for disabled students.
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Cross Agency Collaboration - The How
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Root Cause Analysis Strategic Planning
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ONAGhcePqyE
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Ohio Deaf Literacy Partnership
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Work Based Learning Models
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IDAHOMARYLAND

https://nationaldeafcenter.org/news-items/the-idaho-food-truck-project-where-are-they-now/
https://nationaldeafcenter.org/news-items/msd-spotlight/
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NTACT:C Technical Assistance
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Universal TA Information
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Targeted TA (Teach & Coach)
• Communities of Practice

• Alternative Diploma

• Complex Support Needs

• I-14

• Pre-ETS/Blindness

• Peer Networks
• SpeEd/VR/CTE

• Service Delivery

• Pre-ETS Office Hours

• Short Courses
• Partnering for Transition Assessment 

for Students with CSN

• DIY How to Videos & Resources

• Capacity Building Institute

• Meeting facilitation

• Specific TTA
• Role clarification—building capacity to 

deliver services

• Resource mapping

• Dropout Prevention
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NTACT:C Interagency Collaboration Resources
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Interagency Agreement Toolkit 
https://transitionta.org/interagency-agreement-toolkit/
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Pre-ETS, VR & Transition Services Side-by-Side

Outlines
A. Definitions of 

transition services
B. Target populations
C. Nature, scope and 

purpose of services
D. Description of 

activities and services
E. Reservation of funds

https://transitionta.org/sidebyside/ 

https://transitionta.org/sidebyside/
http://resources/comparison-side-by-side-transition-services.pdf
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Developing Local Partnerships

https://transitionta.org/pre -ets -guide/

https ://trans itioncoalition.org/self-s tudy/

https://transitionta.org/pre-ets-guide/
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Targeted & Intensive TA using 
NTACT:C – Collaboration Framework

➔ Developed to support collaboration at the state, local and student 
and youth levels

 
➔ Assists partners in assessing, planning, implementing & sustaining 

goals of the collaboration

➔ Facilitates outcome-based collaboration

➔ Includes questions and outputs for teams to consider as they move 
through the different components of collaboration
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ITA & TTA States 
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ITA & TTA State Goals by Topic
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MN Youth Outcomes Dashboard  
https://disabilityhubmn.org/for-professionals/e1mn-youth-outcomes-dashboard/
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https://disabilityhubmn.org/for-professionals/e1mn-youth-outcomes-dashboard/
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1. Track employment outcomes across programs (and eventually 
across years) to inform our E1MN initiatives 

2. Identify disparities in outcomes by racial/ethnic groups as well 
regions in Minnesota to inform our E1MN initiatives 

3. Identify areas of success and identify best practices and areas 
where change of policy/practice could be beneficial

4. Communicate our outcomes and share success with 
stakeholders 
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State Level Use of Dashboard
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Local Use of Dashboard

1. Look at outcomes in their region to collaborate with partners and 
inform their collective work 

2. Communicate the importance of connecting youth on waivers to 
employment and the benefits for students participating in VR 

3. Be able to identify disparities within their region​ 
4. Identify high-performing areas to learn best practices and get to 

high-quality transition services/employment outcomes
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• There are racial disparities in employment outcomes across 
programs

• Transition age youth on waivers face disparities in employment 
outcomes

• Transition age youth with disabilities who participate in VR have 
better employment outcomes
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What the Data Tells us
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Take-Away
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Access, equity, and inclusion efforts are complex 
issues that require complex solutions

Golom, 2018; Teemant et al., 2021
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Focus on What We Know Works!
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1. Having relevant stakeholders at the table
2. Targeted areas of focus
3. Clearly defined roles and responsibilities
4. Prioritizing community relationships
5. Centering student experiences
6. Embracing equity-centered practices
7. Data-driven decision making
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NTACT Resource Spotlight

✔ Interagency Agreement Toolkit

✔ Pre-Employment Transition Services: A Guide for Collaboration Among State 
Vocational Rehabilitation Agencies and Education Partners

✔ WIOA, IDEA, Perkins Measures Crosswalk

✔ Resource Mapping Toolkit

✔ Community Rehabilitation Providers Pre-ETS Guidebook

✔ Teachers Guide to Collaborating with Vocational Rehabilitation
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https://transitionta.org/interagency-agreement-toolkit/
https://transitionta.org/pre-ets-guide/
https://transitionta.org/pre-ets-guide/
https://transitionta.org/performance-indicator-alignment/
https://transitionta.org/resource-mapping-toolkit/
https://transitionta.org/community-providers-pre-ets-guidebook/
https://transitionta.org/wp-content/uploads/docs/TeachersGuide_VR_FINAL_November17.pdf


2023 OSEP LEADERSHIP AND PROJECT DIRECTORS’ CONFERENCE

NDC Resource Spotlight

✔ Discovering System Barriers and Exploring the WHY (Online Module)

✔ Building Relationships with Deaf Communities (Online Module)

✔ Transforming Systems to Achieve Equity for Deaf People (Online Module)

✔ Maryland Work-to-Learn Program (Cross-Agency Collaboration Spotlight)

✔ Idaho Food Truck Program (Cross-Agency Collaboration Spotlight)

✔ Developing Collaborative and Integrated Systems (Research Summary)
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https://nationaldeafcenter.org/courses/discovering-system-barriers-and-exploring-the-why/
https://nationaldeafcenter.org/courses/building-relationships-with-deaf-communities/
https://nationaldeafcenter.org/courses/transforming-systems-to-achieve-equity-for-deaf-people/
https://nationaldeafcenter.org/news-items/msd-spotlight/
https://nationaldeafcenter.org/news-items/the-idaho-food-truck-project-where-are-they-now/
https://nationaldeafcenter.org/resource-items/research-summarized-developing-collaborative-and-integrated-systems/
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