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Session Description  

This session will present a diverse panel featuring federal, state and local professional leaders who will 
share their dynamic expertise in building the capacity of families moving into leadership roles at the 
program, local, state, and national level. We will build the session on the previous family leadership 
refrain of “Nothing about us without us” to integrate “Nothing about YOU without YOU” that is 
reflected in the continued commitment and unwavering efforts of early intervention and early 
childhood special education (EI/ECSE) leaders to ensure family perspective is heard, valued, and 
influential in decision making. This interactive session will provide a bi-directional learning opportunity 
between the audience and presenters to explore ideas, tools, and strategies to achieve the crucial 
combination of supporting families in their roles as parents, leaders and vital partners to systems 
building for a better and brighter future of our nation’s youngest citizens. 
 
 

Critical Information  

Pennsylvania definition of Family Engagement: Effective family engagement in the birth through 
college, career, community ready educational system is intentional, meaningful, and impactful. 
Learning Communities value and support families in their role as a child’s first teacher. It is essential to 
leverage the expertise, knowledge, and leadership of families and community partners to shape the 
educational environment at the program, classroom, school, state, and national level. These 
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partnerships are strengths based, inclusive, culturally and linguistically responsive, and rely on two-way 
communications. They focus on the shared goal of positive learning and developmental outcomes for 
children. 
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