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Introduction - Gregg Corr, Director, MSIP

• Presenters:  Jennifer Simpson and Lucille Sleger

Application Deadline & Public Participation

 Critical Content – Application Package

Application Template Review

Agenda
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Application deadline – Part B and Part C - May 22, 2024

Public Participation deadline – March 22, 2024

• If revised GEPA Section 427 form – post with application

• Include FFY 2023 Section III until FFY 2024 allocations are available

• Part B:  Insert FFY 2023 Interactive Spreadsheet into FFY 2024 application

• Part C: Insert FFY 2023 Use of Funds into FFY 2024 application

Upon receipt of allocation tables:

• Insert updated Section III with application and repost

• Resume public participation (clock does not restart)

Important Dates & Public Participation
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Application

• Publish application for at least 60 days prior to submission to OSEP

• Allow public comment for 30 days during the 60 day period

New/revised policies and procedures – Part C

• Consult with State Lead for guidance regarding policy

• Publish for 60 days and accept comments for 30 days prior to 

submission to OSEP

• Hold hearings

Public Participation
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 Public Participation

• Virtual hearings are permissible again this year; however, consult with 
State Attorney’s office to ensure allowable under State rules

• Guidance in Grant Memo

 Application Submission

• Send OSEP an email, from a State Government email address, with a
PDF copy of application with electronic signature by application due date

• Mail hard copy application no later than August 2, 2024

• OSEP may conduct Signature Verification process

 See Submission section of grant memo for more details

Grant Flexibilities Continue
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Grant Package will include:

• Grant Memo

• Due Date, Public Participation, Special Instructions, Submission Process

• Instructions

• Guidance for completing the application template

• Application Template

• GEPA Section 427 form 

FFY 2024 Grant Packages
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FFY 2024 Grant Packages-Supporting Docs

Part B

 Year-of-Age Cohort

 Link for Technical Assistance Checklist

The following are program-specific grant package documents:   

        

Part C

 Indirect Cost

 Link for Policy Checklists
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  Grantees may not use their Federal IDEA grant funds for infrastructure projects or 

activities (e.g., construction, remodeling, and broadband infrastructure) unless they 
comply with the following Buy America Sourcing requirements:

•All iron, steel, and manufactured products used in the project/activity are produced in U.S. 

•All construction materials are manufactured in the U.S.

 Applies to all IDEA grants issued since October 1, 2022

 New:  BABAA Waiver for Pacific Island Territories

▪ Effective January 2, 2024 – See Grant Memo for more details

▪ Applies to American Samoa, Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands and 

Guam

Build America Buy America Act (BABAA)
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Background:

 2023 - Part B and C programs submitted GEPA Section 427 forms

 Form had four questions on ensuring equitable access to programs 

(access barriers/strategies/timelines)

2024 Instructions:

 If revisions to form for 2024, must post form with application for public 

participation

 Submit revised form with application to OSEP

GEPA Section 427 Reminders
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Part B (and Part C programs that subgrant)

▪ GEPA Section 427 also applies to subgrantee applications

▪ State must review subgrantee applications for GEPA Section 427 requirements

▪ Subgrantees should populate GEPA Section 427 forms

▪ See Grant Memo for additional guidance 

GEPA Section 427 Reminders



AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICESOSERS OFFICE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
11

Part C Only:  Application Response

•  If revising GEPA Section 427 form, select “Revised” for Section IIA12  

• Post revised form with grant application for public participation

• If no changes to 2023 submitted form, select “On File” for Section IIA12

GEPA Section 427 Reminders
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In any fiscal year in which the appropriation for Part C exceeds $460 
million, the statute includes authority for the Department to reserve 15 
percent of the amount above $460 million for a State Incentive Grants 
(SIG) program:

• Purpose: Provide funding to assist States that have elected to extend 
eligibility for Part C services to children with disabilities aged 3 years until 
entrance into kindergarten or elementary school, or for a portion of this 
period

• States can elect to offer the Extended Part C Option without the SIG  

• States interested in exploring the Part C Extended Option (and the State 

Incentive Grant) should contact their OSEP State Lead no later than 

May 22, 2024, to schedule targeted technical assistance

Extended Part C Option – State Incentive Grant
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NIMAC Coordination Reminder
All SEAs are required to adopt the National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard 

(NIMAS) for the purposes of providing accessible instructional materials to students who 

are eligible for these materials under IDEA and Copyright Law, including many students 

who are blind or visually impaired as well as many students with other disabilities 

impacting access to printed materials (34 CFR 300.172(a).  

• If State coordinates with the National Instructional Materials Accessibility 
Center (NIMAC)(See Section IIA 23 b.1.):

• Remember to include NIMAS and NIMAC obligations for publishers when 

ordering “printed textbooks and related printed core materials,” including 

digital instructional materials, to help ensure accessible materials are available 

in a timely manner   

• See NIMAS Q & A and NIMAS Purchase Order/Contracts for more info

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/questions-and-answers-on-the-national-instructional-materials-accessibility-standard-nimas-aug-9-2021/
https://aem.cast.org/nimas-nimac/nimas-purchase-orders-contracts
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Part B

Application Template
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Section IA – Submission Statement

1. Full Approval

• Select if “yes” responses to all 
assurances

2. Conditional Approval

• Select if “no and date” response to 
an assurance

3. Optional

• Use only if submitting a 
policy/procedure
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Section IB – Conditional Approval for FFY 2023

• Only use if conditional approval last 

year (FFY 2023)

1. Conditional Approval related to 

Section IIA Assurances

2. Conditional Approval related to 

Other Issues
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Section IIA – Assurances Related to Policies

 Provide a “yes” or “no” response

 “No” responses require a date 

by which the State will be able 

to provide the assurance – no 

later than June 30, 2025

 Contact your State Lead if you plan 

to insert a “no” response in Section 

IIA
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Section IIB & IIC:  Assurances/Certifications

 Only “yes” responses are permissible

 Contact your State Lead if you cannot 

respond “yes” to these items
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Section IID:  Statement (Signature Page)

 Insert State name (two areas)

 Name of State agency

 Name and title of lead agency 

director or their designee

 Signature and date

 Changes to responses in Section

II, after submission of grant, 

require a new signature
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Section III:  Description of Use of Funds

 Attach your Interactive 

Spreadsheet to the grant 

application 

 *For public participation, 

include your State’s 2023 

interactive spreadsheet until 

2024 allocations are released

 Include, in the application 

template, how you solicit LEA 

input on your Interactive 

Spreadsheet
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Section IV:  State Administration

 Attach any State imposed rules 

not required by IDEA or Federal 

regulations

 If you do not have State imposed 

rules, please indicate this on the 

application template
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Section VA:  Maintenance of State Financial Support

 Must provide in whole dollars the total 

amount of State financial support made 

available for special education and related 

services during SFYs 2022 and 2023

  If MFS met on a per capita basis, must 

complete 1st chart and 2nd chart by 

providing, in whole dollars, the amount of 

State financial support made available for 

special education and related services, per 

child with a disability, during SFYs 2022 and 

2023

 Document must be completed, signed, and 

dated by State Budget Officer or their 

authorized representative
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Section VB:  Significant Disproportionality

 States submitted forms with FFY 2020 

applications

 An updated form is needed only if 

you changed your methodology, risk 

ratios, or other aspects of your 

calculation since the original 

Significant Disproportionality Form 

submission

 Contact your State Lead for 

instructions on submitting an updated 

form
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Part C

Application Template
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Section IA:  Submission Statement

1. Full Approval

• Select if “yes” responses to all 
assurances

2. Conditional Approval

• Select if “no and date” response to 
an assurance

3. Optional

• Use only if submitting a 
policy/procedure
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Section IB:  Conditional Approval for FFY 2023

• Only use if conditional approval last 

year (FFY 2023)

1. Conditional Approval related to 

Section IIA Assurances

2. Conditional Approval related to Other 

Issues
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Section IIA: Policies/Procedures/Methods

 Three response options in “yes” column:

• N – New:  Providing a policy for first time

• R – Revised:  Providing a revision to a previously 

approved policy

• OF - On file:  Policy is “on file” with OSEP

“No” column: one response option

• Insert a date no later than 6/30/2025 for 

completion of the policy

Changes to responses in Section II, after
submission of grant, require a new
signature
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Section IIB: Assurances & Optional Assurance

Provide a “yes” or “no” 
response

“No” responses require a date 
by which the State will be able 
to provide the assurance

Contact your State Lead if you 
plan to insert a “no” response 
in Section IIB
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Section IIC: Certifications 

IIC :  Certifications

 States certify that they do not use IDEA 
funds for lobbying and confirm that the 
State has the authority to implement the 
provisions of the application and adheres 
to Federal regulations for establishing 
financial responsibility of the program 

 Only “yes” responses are permitted

 Contact OSEP State Lead if unable to 
respond to any items
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Section II D: Statement

IID : Statement (Signature Page)

 Insert State name (two areas)

 Name of State agency

 Name and title of lead agency director or 

their designee

 Signature and date

 Changes to responses in Section II, after 

submission of grant, require a new signature
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Section IIIA: Use of Funds - Positions
IDEA Funds for State LA and ICC 

 Label positions as “LA” or “ICC”

 Specify:

▪ # of positions funded 100% or <100% with 

Federal IDEA Part C funds

▪ % of time spent on Part C

▪ Amount of salaries & fringe benefits

▪  Description of duties

 All Part C programs must complete Section IIIA
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Section IIIB: Use of Funds-LA & ICC Activities

Maintenance & Implementation Activities-

Lead Agency & ICC 

 Label positions as “LA” or “ICC”

 Provide:

▪ Name of activity (e.g., Child Find; CSPD; etc.)

▪ Approximate amount of Federal IDEA Part C 

funds used 

▪ Description of activity

▪ Mark in last column if OSEP prior approval is 

needed. See link in template to FAQ for prior 

approval
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Section IIIC: Use of Funds – Direct Services

Direct Services - Federal IDEA Part C Funds

 Provide:

▪ Description of EI Service (OT, PT, etc.)

▪ Approximate Amount of Federal IDEA Part C 

funds to be used for service

▪ Follow instructions to account for amounts 

for expenses other than direct services (use 

footnote or add to Section III B)
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Section IIID: Use of Funds-Other State Agencies
Activities by Other State Agencies 

Only complete if program provides 

Federal IDEA Part C funds to other 

State agencies:

 Provide:

▪ Name of Agency

▪ Approximate amount of Federal 

IDEA Part C funds

▪ Purpose of funds 
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Section IIIE: Use of Funds-Optional Use
Description of Optional Use-

  IDEA Part C Funds 

Only complete if program provides 

Federal IDEA funds for purposes such 

as services to at-risk infants and 

toddlers:

 Provide:

▪ Name of Activity

▪ Approximate amount of Federal 

IDEA Part C funds

▪ Description of Activity
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Section IIIF: Use of Funds - Totals

 Include subtotals from each area of 

Section III

 If applicable, include subtotal from 

Section IVB:  Indirect Costs

 Final total should equal your FFY 2024 

allocation

 New:  Respond to question regarding 

subgranting
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Section IV: System of Payments/Indirect Costs
IVA:  System of Payments (SOP)

 Select “yes” if State has SOP policy or 

bills insurance

IVB:  Indirect Costs (two pages)

 All States must complete

 If not charging, select “no” 

 Select response based on instrument 

used for indirect costs – RICR or Cost 

Allocation Plan

Consult with your Fiscal staff if unsure

 Provide documentation
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Fiscal Guidance Documents

OSERS Prior Approval FAQ (released 10/29/2019)

• Summarizes guidance and approval process for equipment, participant support 

costs, and revision of cost items within budget and program plans 

OSEP’s Guidance for Common Prior Approval Requests under 
IDEA Parts B and C (released 1/3/2023)

• Describes prior approval flexibilities for equipment and participant support costs and 

describes the parameters under which OSEP has provided prior approval for a subset 

of these costs

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/faq-prior-approval-10-29-2019.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/OSEP-Prior-Approval-Guidance-Policy-Support-22-03.pdf
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/OSEP-Prior-Approval-Guidance-Policy-Support-22-03.pdf
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 Contact State Lead and OSEP Funded TA resources for 

assistance with application and GEPA form  

 Inform OSEP of recent/upcoming changes in State leadership
• Part C Coordinator/State Director

• Lead Agency Director/Chief State School Officer

• Part C programs:  Lead Agency Changes

 Part B and Part C grant memos contain more details regarding 

information presented today

Reminders
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Contact:

Jennifer Simpson

Facilitator, Program Implementation Team, OSEP 

Jennifer.Simpson@ed.gov

(202) 245-6348
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Questions?

mailto:Jennifer.Simpson@ed.gov
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MYTHS AND FACTS SURROUNDING  ASSISTIVE 
TECHNOLOGY DEVICES AND  SERVICES 

DANIEL SCHREIER

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE OSEP DIRECTOR
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Purpose of the AT Guidance Document

Collaborative Document with OET and 
OSEP

▪ sites.ed.gov/idea/

▪ Designed to:

• Increase understanding of the 
IDEA AT requirements;

• Dispel common misconceptions; 
and

• Provide examples of the use of AT 
devices and services.

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/idea-files/at-guidance
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Reauthorization of the AT Act

In December 2022, the AT Act was reauthorized and 
increased the amount of funding and collaboration ...

… to support State efforts to improve the provision of assistive 
technology to individuals with disabilities of all ages, including 
underrepresented populations, through comprehensive 
statewide programs of technology-related assistance....

Read the AT Act here (many similarities to IDEA)
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Guidance Document Audiences

It is intended for a wide range of individuals including:

• Parents

• Early intervention service providers

• Special educators

• General educators

• Related services personnel

• School and district administrators

• Technology specialists and directors 

• Employees at State lead agencies and educational agencies
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IDEA Definition of AT Device and Service

Assistive technology device means any item, piece of 
equipment, or product system, whether acquired 
commercially off the shelf, modified, or customized, that is 
used to increase, maintain, or improve the functional 
capabilities of a child with a disability. The term does not include a 

medical device that is surgically implanted, or the replacement of such device.

Assistive technology service means any service that directly 

assists a child with a disability in the selection, acquisition, or 
use of an assistive technology device.
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Examples of AT

High Tech Mid Tech Low Tech

Tablet
Screen Reader
Voice Recognition 
Software

Calculator
Audio Book
Digital Recorder

Sticky Note
Pencil Grip
Page Holder
Modified Scissors
Visual Schedule
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Why is AT Important

AT has been proven to be effective for children with a 
variety of disabilities.

Research demonstrates that use of AT devices and services 
improves child outcomes in all settings.

AT devices and services can and often do support infants, 
toddlers, and their families in meeting the developmental 

needs of an infant or toddler with a disability and the needs 
of the family to assist appropriately in the infant’s or toddler’s 
development.
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AT Requirements

AT must be considered for all children with IEPs and can play an 
important role in the provision of FAPE, regardless of the type of 
disability.

AT must be considered when a toddler is transitioning from early 
intervention services to preschool, regardless of whether the child 
currently receives AT services through an IFSP.

AT devices and services are within the definition of early 
intervention services in Part C of IDEA

AT must be considered when a toddler is transitioning from early 
intervention services to preschool, regardless of whether the child 
currently receives AT services through an IFSP.
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STEP Up AT Center

Mission to support teachers and parents in effectively using 
evidence-based assistive technology (AT) to increase early 
literacy and learning outcomes for preschool children with 
disabilities.

Also supports Transition to K

Online resources for a variety of caregivers

Model of collaboration with the Florida Alliance for Assistive 
Services and Technology (FAAST) program.

https://www.stepupat.org/
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Evaluation and Selection of AT Devices and Services

The people or process to select, purchase, and provide AT 
devices and services varies by the child’s unique needs 
as determined by the IEP Team.

An AT evaluation may be included as part of an initial 
evaluation or reevaluation, or it may be a stand-
alone evaluation.

 If IEP Team members lack knowledge about AT options to 
support the child’s needs, they must engage other 
individuals who are knowledgeable about AT options in the 
decision-making process.
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LEA Requirements: Using an AT Device

MYTH: Children can learn to use an AT device on their own; 
educators have no obligation to provide training to a child 
or to their family.

FACT: It is the responsibility of the LEA to ensure that the child 
with a disability, parents, and educators know how the AT 
device works through the provision of AT services.

• These are all AT services
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Using a Personal Device for AT
The Department developed some considerations for when a child is using a personal 

device as AT:

 Acknowledging that the use of the child’s own AT device is voluntary, and the 

parent may choose an LEA-supplied AT device at any time; 

 Determining when an AT device may be used as part of the child’s special 

education, related services and supplementary aids and services, and when the 

device should not be used; 

 Providing professional development, training or technical assistance of LEA staff on 

how to support the child using the AT device; 

 Factoring additional costs associated with the AT device including subscriptions, 

software/app costs, data usage, maintenance, repair and replacement costs; 

 Installing and updating security software if the AT device connects to the LEA’s 

network; and 

 Ensuring that the LEA will not discipline the child for using their own device as an AT 

device. 
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State Support For Funding AT

 43 States Reserved IDEA Section 611 State-Level Funds in 2023 to:

 Support the use of technology, including technology with universal 
design principles and assistive technology devices, to maximize 
accessibility to the general education curriculum for children with 
disabilities 

 $24,959,928.00

 Average Amount Reserved by State $580,463

 Total amount reserved for State-level activities under 34 CFR 
300.704(b)(4)

 $1,334,287,136.61 (equals 1.8%) 
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AT Act TA Centers

Our guidance shares information on AT Act Programs 
administered through the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services Administration for Community Living

 IFSP and IEP Team members (including parents) can receive 
support in your state or territory from a specialist to:

• Discuss and learn about various devices that may work for a specific 
child;

• Request a demonstration of any device;

• Borrow a device for a short time period; and

• Learn about how to purchase the device through the school.
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Resources to Support AT Implementation

AT Act Programs - AT3 Center

Center on Inclusive Technology & Education Systems (CITES)

Step Up AT

Deaf-Blind Equipment Distribution Program

Center for Parent Information & Resources

The Placemat OSEPideasthatWork.org 

https://at3center.net/state-at-programs/
https://cites.cast.org/
https://www.stepupat.org/
https://www.fcc.gov/general/national-deaf-blind-equipment-distribution-program
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/
https://osepideasthatwork.org/resources-grantees/508-resources
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